Strength Definitions

Sollstarke (authorized strength)

The Sollstdrke, usually written as Soll (should be; target), was the number of personnel that
a unit was authorized to have according to its Kriegsstdrkenachweisungen (tables of orga-
nization and equipment). The number included any Hilfswilligen (foreign auxiliary volun-
teers) with the unit.

This number would be constant unless the organization of the unit was changed.

Iststarke (actual strength)

The Iststdrke, usually written as Ist (is), was the actual number of personnel supported by
the unit, regardless of their status. This included personnel on leave, lend out to other
units, and those wounded or fallen sich in the past eight weeks.

The difference between the Soll and the Ist was referred to as Fehlstellen (unfilled positi-
ons), usually written as Fehl. If a unit was overstrength, it was referred to as tiber Soll (in
excess of authorized strength). It could be possible for a unit to have one section that had
unfilled positions and another that was overstrength, but the Fehl only counted the net dif-
ference.

Tagesstarke (strength of the day)

The Tagesstdrke was the number of personnel physically available for service with the unit
on the day of reporting. This excluded on personnel on leave and those wounded or sick.

The number also excluded those lent out to other units, but included those lent from other
units. This ensured that no personnel would be double-counted or left out due to temporary
personnel allocations.

Gefechtsstarke (fighting strength)

The Gefechtssstdrke was the strength of the subunits who would be involved in the actual
fighting, except for their combat, baggage, rationing, and supply trains or their mainte-
nance sections.

The number included non-combat personnel directly supporting the combat, such as dri-
vers and co-drivers of combat vehicles (tanks, assault guns, armored cars, half-tracks, and
self-propelled guns) and ammunition carriers.

Kampfstarke (combat strength)

The Kampfstdrke was the strength of the personnel available for actual combat. This
excluded the drivers of all non-combat vehicles, horse keepers, administrative personnel,
staff of artillery and mortar regiments, and staff of tank destroyer and engineer battalions.
Excluded was also signal personnel that did not work either directly alongside, or received
signals from, units that were part of the combat strength.
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The number included the staff companies at the regimental level and below, messengers,
field replacement units, as well as field medical personnel.

Verpflegungsstarke

In addition to the terms above was also the term Verpflegungsstdrke. This was not used
when reporting combat strength. Instead, it was an administrative term to determine the
number of persons with a unit for supply purposes.

Schematic Summary

Sollstarke (authorized strength)

Minus|Fehlstellen (unfilled positions)

Plus |Uber Soll (personnel in excess of authorized strength)

Iststarke (actual strength)

Minus |Personnel on leave

Minus|Personnel wounded or fallen sick within the past eight weeks

Minus |Personnel allocated to other units

Plus |Personnel allocated from other units

Tagesstarke (strength of the day)

Minus|Unit staff, except for the la-Staffel (combat command section)
Minus|Unit band
Minus|Map section

Minus|Military police units

Minus|Combat train

Minus|Baggage train

Minus |Rationing train

Minus|Supply train

Minus | Maintenance section

Minus|Rationing units

Gefechtssstérke (fighting strength)

Minus|Drivers of non-combat vehicles

Minus|Horse keepers

Minus|Administrative personnel

Minus | Staff of artillery and mortar regiments

Minus| Staff of tank destroyer and engineer battalions

Minus|Signal personnel not working with combat units

Kampfstarke (combat strength)




